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Veterans

. Build on Future With N
Vietnam Libraries

And they shall furn their dollrs into ibraries and they will tudy war no more
By Dennis McLaughlin

' ing the hearts and minds of old adversaries
't have to cost a billion dollars. It doesn't take

a lot of top brass, either, or layers of bureaucracy to
spread some American goodwill around a country
where more than a million U.S. troops once fought.
Tppmvethatpohztasmallmxpoﬂﬂetnmm
erans from the Midwest—smaller than a rifle squad,
and most of them enlistees and draftees back when
they served in America’s longest war—have built 15
libraries for the Vietnamese since 2000. They also
have three libraries finished or under construction
in Laos, two in Cambodia, and, now, several on the
drawing board in Afghanistan. So far, they have
spentba:g}jrhalfamjmonduﬂars,andl'aw,;hisyea:
when all 20 libraries in Southeast Asia are open and
erati t_heovu‘allexpendiunewiﬂmthaw
topped $700,000. That's right: $35,000 for each two-

Walking the point on this mission, officially
kinown as the Library of Vietnam Project, is Francis
Theusch, an attorney and title company owner in
Milwaukee. Although he practiced law in Chicago
for 17 years and even ran for a congressional seat in

' the U.S, House of Representatives in 1984 (a race he

lost); Theusch doesn’t really think of himself as a
Jawyer. [nstead, he sees himself as the dairy farmer
he was in hlsymthandasaspedahsnthdasssol—
dier in Echo Company of the 11th Brigade of the
Army’s renowned Americal Division. The title com-
pany he now runs provides him a living and the
flexibility to devote time to the library program.

Actually, it is Theusch’s cow-milking skills that
have garnered credibility for the project and put
him in good stead with Vietnamese farmers.

“Most of the libraries we build are in rural areas,”
he says. More than a few times he has overcome
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In December, members of the Library of Vietnam
Project were guests of honor at the Kent
Converse-Kinsley Rotary Unification Library in
Kien Giang Province, at left. The Worley-Engelken
Library in Pakxe, Champasak Province, Laos, top,
shows the architecture of all the libraries. Above,
Ngat Dao visits with some of the students at the
Bac Giang School for Blind Children near Hanoi.

local resistance and initial skepticism by grabbing a
bucket, rolling up his sleeves and discussing the mat-
ter with community leaders while milking cows.

‘Most of the money for the libraries is raised by a
handful of veterans who reach into their own pock-
ets and rely on a few corporate sponsors.

“We haven't hired a professional fundraiser,”
Theusch says. The group wants to be sure that fund-
raising activities and administration costs don't out-
strip the efficiencies it enjoys. “But we welcome all the
support we can get”

Program origins

Like many who serve in America’s military opera-
tions, Theusch’s wartime experierice in Vietnam in
1969 and 1970 left an indelible imprint on his psyche.
When he retumned to the states he entered college and
eventually earned a law degree. Later, he went back to
school for a master's degree in military studies focus-
ing on Russian and German military history. :






